Potential contribution of primary-school teachers to the health of a developing country.
Like many other developing countries, Kenya gives higher priority to primary education than to health services. Thus, in rural areas primary schools are evenly distributed, well attended, and staffed by well-qualified teachers whereas health centres are thinly scattered, inaccessible to many, and staffed largely by people of low educational attainment. The public-health knowledge of school teachers exceeds that of many health workers. It is suggested that teachers of health science, in particular, represent a valuable resource for preventive and promotive medicine which can be exploited at little cost.